
THE STORY
Bandit’s Daughter describes one of the most exciting stories in Chinese 
history.

One thousand years ago, Ancient China was ruled by the Song 
Emperor – but he had to fight continually against the people living to 
the north – the horsemen of the Liao.  Across the years, the wild and 
mountainous border between the two countries was defended by 
generals loyal to the Chinese Emperor: Yang Ye ‘the Invincible’, his son 
Yang Yanzhou, and his son Yang Zongbao.

But the Liao developed a new battle tactic – the Heavenly Gates 
Formation – which made them victorious in every battle.  It looked as 
if China would be invaded and destroyed. Then a girl – probably about 
nineteen years old – a kung fu prodigy, appeared out of nowhere to  
lead the Chinese armies to victory.  Her name was Mu Guiying.
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THE AUTHOR
Simon Mason has written several novels for younger readers, such 
as the four books in The Quigleys series, Moon Pie and three YA 
crime thrillers featuring lazy-but-brilliant Garvie Smith: Running 
Girl, Kid Got Shot and Hey Sherlock! He has always loved history 
and is fortunate to live near the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford, 
which has a dazzling collection of art and artefacts from Ancient 
China, including some tiny carvings of fantastical creatures.



THE SETTING – ANCIENT CHINA
The battles between the Chinese and the Liao were fought 
in remote mountains with steep ravines and huge forests, 
home to eagles and panthers.  Simon describes the 
beauties of the region – but also its hardships for 
the people living there.  Looking at chapters 3, 4, 5 
or 6, can you say what those people did for a living?  
What did they eat?  Was it a place where laws were 
obeyed?

Contrast this life lived by the Emperor at his court 
in Bianjing, which is described at the beginning of 
chapter 3.  How did people live there?

THE HERO – MU GUIYING 
Mu Guiying lived a very long time ago – or 
did she?  Stories about Mu Guiying go back 
hundreds of years, beginning not long after 
the time when she was thought to have lived.  

As these exciting stories developed over time, they became more 
and more elaborate.

For most of this time everyone believed that there was a real girl 
who inspired them: she became a part of Chinese history.  Recently, 
however, scholars have pointed out that there is no concrete 
evidence to show that she really lived.



MARTIAL ARTS
Unarmed hand-to-hand combat – the martial arts 
or kung fu – has been practised in China for over a 
thousand years.  Fighters would train for many years to 
acquire the skills necessary to excel in all the different 
moves and manoeuvres.  Looking at chapter 2 (in 
which Guiying fights Zongbao) or 10 (in which she 
fights the General) or 15 (in which she fights Lun): 
can you find the names for four different kinds of 
kung fu moves?

FAMILY
Like many cultures throughout history, Ancient China had 
many rules and customs which governed how people 
ought to behave. Rules governed the practice of kung fu, 
for instance. They also governed relationships between 
children and their parents, between rulers and servants, and 
between husbands and wives. Look at the conversation 
between Captain Zongbao and Mu Guiying on page 41. 
What must Zongbao do before marrying Guiying, and why 
do you think he needs to do it? 

Just as importantly, there were rules about honouring 
your ancestors. Read page 64. What is Yanzhou is doing 
and why?



WOMEN
There were lots of rules about women in Ancient China.  Their 
lives were often much less independent than men, and they 
weren’t supposed to fight.  They were supposed to obey their 
husbands and their fathers.  Do you think Mu Guiying follows 
the rules?  Find three examples when she disobeys.  But also 
find three examples when she obeys them (even when she 
doesn’t seem to believe in them).

Although in Ancient China women 
were meant to lead restricted lives, 
they didn’t always conform.  There 
are plenty of examples of women 
disobeying rules – and becoming 
fighters or rulers.  The Empress 
Dowager rules the Liao, doesn’t she?  
Can you think of other women in 
history who have become famous for 
not conforming to the rules?
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DRAW MU GUIYING!


