
THE STORY
Swordswoman! is the story of Queen Lakshmibai of Jhansi, 
one of the bravest and most inspiring figures in India’s 
struggle for independence against the British. At a time 
when the British East India Company was trying to extend 
its control all over India, Queen Lakshmibai tried her best to 
stop it from taking over her kingdom. Her fierce resistance 
took the British by surprise but she was determined to keep 
Jhansi safe for her adopted son, Damodar, so that he could 
eventually rule. This book is also about the close relationship 
between little Damodar and his mother, the queen.  

INCREDIBLE PEOPLE DOING INCREDIBLE THINGS
PART OF THE TRUE ADVENTURES SERIES

THE AUTHOR
Devika Rangachari has written several books for children and 
young adults, and many of them have won awards. She has 
always been interested in history, particularly the stories of 
women in the past who are not very well-known, and has 
been studying the subject for years. She has written about 
some of these remarkable women from Indian history in her 
books, such as Queen of Ice and Queen of Earth. Queen of 
Ice is soon to be made into a movie or TV series.  



THE SETTING – COLONIAL INDIA
Swordswoman! is set in Jhansi, a small kingdom and thriving 
trade hub in central India, in the mid-1800s. Devika 
describes the manner in which the British East India 
Company, a colonial trading body that wanted to 
control the entire subcontinent, set its covetous 
eyes on Jhansi and other kingdoms, using the 
Doctrine of Lapse. Jhansi resisted but several 
others succumbed. Can you find out how many 
kingdoms were taken over by the British through 
the Doctrine of Lapse? 

THE HERO – LAKSHMIBAI 
Queen Lakshmibai of Jhansi was an 
extraordinary woman. An expert in swordplay, 
combat and riding, she also had a keen sense 
of military and war strategy, and of the deployment of weapons. 
Her courage and resistance almost brought the British to their knees. 
In addition, she was very fond of reading and loved to spend time in 
the library. There are many legends about the Rani, some based on 
fact while others are wildly fanciful. Do you know of more women 
in history who were like this queen?



INDIAN INDEPENDENCE
The Indian struggle for independence against the British was 
a prolonged one. In the beginning, the various kingdoms were 
largely disunited and, therefore, the British East India Company was 
able to play one off against the other and eventually swallow 
them up. In 1858, after Rani Lakshmibai’s death and the 
subsequent quelling of the anti-British resistance, the Indian 
subcontinent was formally taken over by the British Crown. 
In later years, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi – or Mahatma 
Gandhi, as he came to be known – united the country in his 
pioneering, non-violent struggle for independence from 
the British, which finally came through on 15th August 
1947. Do you know of other movements of independence 
against the British or other colonial powers around the 
world? Were any of them similarly non-violent? 

THE KOHINOOR DIAMOND 
The Koh-i-Noor (mountain of light) or Kohinoor 
is one of the largest cut diamonds in the world and is now part of the 
British Crown Jewels collection. Its ownership kept changing hands from when 
it was originally mined in India till the point when it was handed over to Queen 
Victoria after the British annexation of the Punjab region in 1849. As its history 
has always involved fighting between men for its possession, the Kohinoor is 
considered to bring bad luck to any man who wears it. Therefore, it has only ever 
been worn by the women members of the British royal family since it arrived in 
England. The public can view the Kohinoor in the Jewel House at the Tower of 
London. Are you aware of any interesting stories involving jewels or gems from 
around the world?  



THE LEGACY OF THE RANI
Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi was one of the most enduring 
symbols of Indian resistance against the British. Her memory 
lives on today in folklore, poems, songs, books and movies. 
Her fierce resistance to the British is seen to have inspired the 
spirit of the Indian freedom movement. On 15th August 1957, 
the Indian government issued a stamp bearing her figure in 
order to commemorate the first centenary of the uprising of 
1857, often seen as India’s first war of 
independence. In addition, many awards 
for women in different fields carry 
her name. In popular Hindi vernacular, 
if a woman is extremely brave, she is 
often referred to as a ‘Jhansi ki Rani’, 
or the ‘Queen of Jhansi’. Are there any 
women in your country whose memory 
has been celebrated? What was their 
contribution to history?  
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DRAW QUEEN LAKSHMIBAI!


