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THE STORY
In The Fog of War, intrepid war correspondent Martha
Gellhorn overcomes all odds to be the only woman to report
from the beaches of Normandy on D-Day in World War II.
Despite having her job taken by her husband, the worldfamous writer Ernest Hemingway, Martha finds her way from
Cuba to the United States to England, just in time to sneak
onto the first hospital ship to make it across the English
Channel. The story of what she did, and what she saw on
that fateful day, is the heart of this book.

THE AUTHOR
Michelle Jabès Corpora is an editor, ghostwriter, and author
of books for children, including American Horse Tales: The
Dust Bowl. She started her own writing career as a college
reporter, and was incredibly inspired by Martha Gellhorn’s
courage and service to her country. Michelle spends her free
time working on local political campaigns and training as a
blue belt in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu.

THE SETTING – SUMMER 1944,
A WORLD AT WAR
The Fog of War is set in the year 1944 and takes the reader
on an international journey with Martha from Cuba, to
Washington, DC, to England, to the beaches of Normandy.
Few countries in the world were untouched by the effects
of World War II, which pitted the Axis Powers—Germany,
Italy, and Japan—against the Allies, which included the
United Kingdom, the United States, the Soviet Union,
Australia, Canada, Brazil, and many others. The war was
waged on two major fronts: the western front in Europe,
and the eastern front in Asia. Can you find out what
started World War II, and how it ended?

THE HERO – MARTHA GELLHORN
Martha Gellhorn was one of the most famous war correspondents in
history, and the first famous female correspondent in the world. She
wrote mostly about ordinary people, and how wars affected their
everyday lives. Martha understood that for people back home to really
understand what was going on in war-torn countries, they had to feel,
smell, hear, and taste what it was like to be there. Sometimes, it was hard
to tell the truth about what she saw, because so much of it was sad, or
scary, or unfair. But Martha told the truth anyway. Why do you think it’s so
important for reporters to always tell the truth in their writing?

OPERATION FORTITUDE
The Allies had to be very clever in order to defeat the powerful German
forces, which in 1944, controlled a large part of Europe. One of the
ways they succeeded was with a tricky plan that they called
Operation Fortitude. The Allies wanted to attack the German
army at Normandy, France, but to have a chance at winning,
it had to be a surprise. So, starting at the beginning of the
year, the Allies executed an operation to make the Germans
believe they were going to attack somewhere else, another
town in France called Pas de Calais. To do this, the Allies
set up a fake army and inflatable tanks and equipment in a
place right across the water from Pas de Calais, so German
planes would see them when they flew overhead. They
also created fake information about the attack, so that the
Germans would read it and never suspect that they were
actually going to attack Normandy. The plan worked.
When the Allies landed on the beaches at Normandy, the
Germans were caught by surprise—allowing the Allies
to begin freeing France from German rule. The Allies used many
clever techniques to win the war. Can you find other innovations and
inventions that were made during World War II?
Of course, the characters in this book also fought with weapons.
Looking at chapter 24, what kinds of weapons did they use in hand-tohand fighting? What machines did they also use in battle?

OPERATION NEPTUNE
Operation Neptune was D-Day’s official codename, the
largest seaborne invasion in history. This was what Martha
Gellhorn witnessed on 6 June 1944, as she crossed the English
Channel on the hospital ship. The invasion started with British,
American, and Canadian airborne troops landing around
midnight, and the seaborne armada first landing on the coast
at six-thirty that morning. Martha and the hospital ship didn’t
arrive in Normandy until sometime the
next day. The beaches were divided
into five sections: Utah, Omaha, Gold,
Juno, and Sword. Operation Neptune
was originally supposed to happen on 5
June, but was delayed a day because of
high wind and heavy seas. Why do you
think weather plays such an important
part in planning a war? Can you find
other events in history that were
affected by the weather?
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