


Calla North and her mother Elizabeth live 
an eventful life. There are curious 
strangers wanting to talk to Elizabeth 
about her duck research, but there are also 
days when the power is cut off and Calla 
has to do her homework by candlelight.
 
When Elizabeth says yes to a once-in-a-
lifetime trip to save a small brown duck, 
she sends Calla to the best place she 
knows: The School of the Good Sisters. 
Staffed by nuns whose preferred subjects 
include light aircraft maintenance, 
camouflage skills, and cake — lots of cake 
— Calla is about to discover her bravery, 
and to learn that when trouble comes, 
there’s no better back-up than a Blessing 
of Nuns…

daisy may johnson is a writer, 
researcher, chartered librarian and former 
A14 Writer in Residence with the University 
of Cambridge. She blogs about children’s 
literature at Did You Ever Stop To Think, 
tweets as @chaletfan, and even sends the 
occasional Tiny Letter.

format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782693253
publication: July 2021

dimensions: 198 x 129mm
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reading age: 8+ years
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HOW TO BE BRAVE
DAISY MAY JOHNSON

The hilarious story of a resourceful girl and her impractical mother

We’re thrilled to introduce the 
wonderful books that make up our list 
for the second half of 2021. 

Daisy May Johnson debuts with the 
incredibly fresh How to Be Brave, a 
unique middle-grade novel about a 
girl’s courage and independence, full 
of offbeat humour to delight the 
young and young-at-heart.

Fiction’s most loveable gorilla 
returns in The False Rose, the thrilling 
sequel to the beloved The Murderer’s 
Ape, that sees Sally Jones drawn into 
the criminal underworld of Glasgow.

 Readers will also get the chance to 
re-enter Cornelia Funke’s enchanting 
MirrorWorld, with the fourth title in 
the Reckless series transporting us to 

an alternative Japan full of shape-
shifting creatures.

From uproarious picture books 
(Shoo!) to chilling teen dystopias 
(Giften),from moving fantasy stories 
(Dragon Skin) to cheeky guides for the 
reading-reluctant (The Book No One 
Wants to Read), there is truly 
something here for every young 
reader.

a sarah odedina book
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format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782693178
publication: September 2021

dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 304pp
territory: World English
reading age: 12+ years

Ever since The Darkening, survival has 
been a struggle. The people of the Field 
toil on parched earth, trying to forge a life 
amid dwindling resources.
 
As one of the Giften, Ruthie is a saviour to 
her isolated community: her hands hold 
the rare ability to raise food from dead 
soil. But she is also its greatest danger.
 
In the City lurks a dark army, intent on 
hunting Giften to harness their power, 
destroying all who stand in their way. With 
the threat growing ever stronger, Ruthie 
and her friends must leave behind all they 
have ever known and embark on a quest 
that will pitch them towards the City, and 
unknowable danger. One way or another, a 
battle is coming.

leyla suzan is an editor who has worked 
in publishing for many years, editing some 
of our most beloved authors. Now a 
freelancer, while she’s not writing or 
editing books, she can be found in her 
studio making woodcut prints. Giften is 
her debut novel.

GIFTEN
LEYLA SUZAN

A girl takes on an oppressive system in this electrifying dystopia
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format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782693093
publication: August 2021

dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 288pp
territory: World English
reading age: 12+ years

With an introduction by Michael Rosen

When sixteen-year-old Daniel befriends 
Josef Gerlach, he has a feeling the old man 
is keeping something from him. Sure 
enough, when Josef gives him his teenage 
diary to read Daniel discovers a shocking 
story. It tells how Gerlach left the Hitler 
Youth at the age of 14 and joined a gang 
called the Edelweiss Pirates. Their uniform: 
long hair and cool clothes. Their motto: 
freedom! At first they were only interested 
in hanging out and having a good time, but 
as the situation in Nazi Germany got worse, 
they started to plan dangerous missions 
against Hitler’s regime.

The deeper Daniel dives into this past 
world, the closer he feels  to Gerlach, until 
he realises what the Edelweiss Pirates have 
to do with him and his own story.

Translated by: Rachel Ward

dirk reinhardt, born in 1963, studied 
German and history before becoming a 
freelance journalist and starting to write 
books for children and young adults. The 
Edelweiss Pirates is his third novel.

THE EDELWEISS PIRATES
DIRK REINHARDT

A heart-stopping adventure about real-life rebels against the Nazis
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SHOO!
WRITTEN BY SUSIE BOWER 

ILLUSTRATED BY FRANCESCA GAMBATESA

The raucous picture book from the author of School for Nobodies

Mrs Golightly doesn’t like animals - and now 
a whole zoo has moved next door! No matter 
how hard she tries to shoo them away, she 
finds animals everywhere: a kangaroo on the 
loo, a giraffe in her bath, and even ants in her 
pants. What can she do to get rid of these 
stinky, bothersome creatures?

Bursting with colour, delightful rhyme and 
outrageous humour, Shoo! is acclaimed 
children’s author Susie Bower’s first picture 
book.

By the time she hit her teens, susie bower 
had lived in 8 houses and attended 7 schools. 
This theme continued in her working life: 
she’s been a teacher, a tour-guide, a typist, a 
workshop facilitator, a PA and a painter. She 
formerly wrote and directed TV programmes 
for children at the BBC and Channel 4, for 
which she won a BAFTA Award, and she 
currently writes audio scripts.

francesca gambatesa illustrates picture 
books and middle-grade series for 
publishers in the UK, US and Italy. She lives 
in London.

format: Hardback
price: £12.99
isbn: 9781782693154
publication: September 2021

dimensions: 285 x 234mm
extent: 32pp
territory: World
reading age: 2+ years
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On Sunday, Mrs Golightly found...
 ...a kangarookangaroo on her loo! 

 Mrs Golightly shouted:
‘SHOO! SHOO! I DON’T LIKE YOU! GO BACK TO THE ZOO!’

On Monday, Mrs Golightly found...
... a giraffegiraffe in her bath! 

TINKLE-WINKLE!

SPLISH-SPLOSH!

FARTY-POO!

HUBBLE-
BUBBLE!PLOP

!

Mrs Golightly shouted:
‘SHOO! SHOO! I DON’T LIKE YOU! GO BACK TO THE ZOO!’

She picked up a broom and shouted:
‘SHOO! SHOO! I DON’T LIKE YOU! GO BACK TO THE ZOO!’
And she shooed all the animals out of  her house.

Mrs Golightly didn’t like animals.
‘Noisy, stinky, bothersome creatures!’ she said.

Also available from Pushkin Children’s
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format: Hardback
price: £16.99
isbn: 9781782693215
publication: October 2021

dimensions: 200 x 148mm
extent: 528pp
territory: UK & Comm. 
reading age: 7+ years

Sally Jones and her friend the Chief are 
working hard, trying to repair their beloved 
ship The Hudson Queen, when they 
discover a beautiful and very valuable 
pearl necklace hidden onboard. Their 
search for the rightful owner takes them 
all the way to the Glasgow docks, where 
they discover the true story of the 
necklace. But before they can continue 
their journey, Sally Jones is kidnapped and 
drawn into the city’s shadowy gangster 
underworld.

Sally will need all her strength and cunning 
to escape from the gang’s clutches, find 
The Chief and return the necklace to 
where it belongs.

Translated by: Peter Graves

jakob wegelius is a Swedish writer and 
illustrator who lives and works in the small 
village of Mörtfors. In Sweden, he was 
awarded the August Prize for Best 
Children’s Book and the Nordic Council 
Children and Young People’s Literature 
Prize for The Murderer’s Ape.

THE FALSE ROSE
JAKOB WEGELIUS

Sally Jones returns in the thrilling sequel to The Murderer’s Ape

Also available from Pushkin Children’s
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format: Hardback
price: £12.99
isbn: 9781782693291 
publication: November 2021

dimensions: 200 x 148mm
extent: 416pp
territory: World English ex. 
US and Can
reading age: 12+ years

Jacob and Fox may not have found Jacob’s 
brother Will, but they have found 
something even more unexpected in the 
Mirrorworld: happiness. Just as they give 
up the search to enjoy their new life 
together, Will appears.

But now Jacob isn’t sure he can trust his 
own brother. Travelling in the company of 
enemies who want Jacob and Fox dead, 
Will is on his way to Nihon, beautiful land 
of sea serpents and samurai, talking 
forests and nature gods, in pursuit of 
another magical Mirror. The pair can only 
follow. 

If they are fortunate, what they find could 
save them. If they are not, they will find 
painful truths, terrible risks, and a greater 
danger than they could ever have 
imagined…

Translated by: Oliver Latsch

‘Germany’s answer to JK Rowling’ 
Telegraph

RECKLESS IV: THE SILVER TRACKS
CORNELIA FUNKE

The fourth instalment in Cornelia Funke’s bestselling Reckless series

THE RECKLESS SERIES
CORNELIA FUNKE

enter the magical world behind the mirrors

cornelia funke is the highly acclaimed, award-
winning and bestselling author of the Inkheart 
trilogy, Dragon Rider, The Thief Lord and numerous 
other children’s novels and picture books. Born in 
1958 in the German town of Dorsten, she worked as 
a social worker for a few years before turning first to 
illustration and then to writing. Her books have now 
sold more than 20 million copies worldwide, and 
have been translated into 37 languages. Volumes 
I-III of the Reckless series and The Glass of Lead and 
Gold are also available from Pushkin Children’s.



It was only because Pip didn’t want to go 
home that she found the dragon. 

At home, Pip gets into trouble for her 
behaviour at school while trying to ignore 
the sound of arguments, and the sight of 
new bruises on her mum’s skin. But one 
day everything changes: she stumbles 
upon a strange creature, hurt and covered 
in the mud at the creek, and decides to try 
to nurse him back to health.

Naming him Little Fella, Pip sneaks him to 
her room and starts to feed him and mend 
his broken wings. As the dragon grows 
stronger and a storm gathers in Pip’s house, 
she can sense a change is coming that will 
push her courage to the limit.

karen foxlee was born in Mount Isa, 
Australia. She worked as a nurse before 
studying for a degree in creative writing. 
She is the author of five books, including 
The Anatomy of Wings and the Carnegie 
Medal-longlisted Lenny’s Book of 
Everything, which is also published by 
Pushkin Children’s Books. 

Also available from Pushkin Children’s

format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782692997
publication: October 2021

dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 320pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex 
Can and ANZ
reading age: 9+ years
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DRAGON SKIN
KAREN FOXLEE

A moving new novel from the author of Lenny’s Book of Everything

THE BOOK NO ONE 
WANTS TO READ
BETH BACON

A wildly fun, interactive adventure for the most reluctant of readers

A book was sitting lonely on the shelf, 
waiting to be read. Tired of having no one to 
talk to, it decided to make a promise to 
potential readers: ‘You keep turning my 
pages, and I’ll make it fun!’

Packed full of interactive jokes and games, 
The Book No One Wants to Read is a riotously 
colourful, mischievous book with a mission: 
to hook in even the most reluctant of 
readers.

beth bacon is an author of children’s 
books and a high school French teacher. Her 
books bring humour to the experience of 
struggling readers. She has an MFA in writing 
from Vermont College of Fine Arts and lives 
in the northwest of the USA.

Also available from Pushkin Children’s

format: Hardback
price: £9.99
isbn: 9781782693192
publication: November 2021

dimensions: 210 x 140mm
extent: 112pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex Can
reading age: 5+ years
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title: Boy 87
author: Ele Fountain
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 224pp
isbn: 9781782691976

title: Melt 
author: Ele Fountain
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198  x 129mm
extent: 256pp
isbn: 9781782692881

title: Bearmouth
author: Liz Hyder
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198  x 129mm
extent: 320pp
isbn: 9781782692430

title: The Murderer’s Ape
author: Jakob Wegelius
price: £8.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198  x 129mm
extent: 640pp
isbn: 9781782691754

PUSHKIN CHILDREN’S HIGHLIGHTS PUSHKIN CHILDREN’S HIGHLIGHTS
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title: The Letter for the King 
author: Tonke Dragt
price: £9.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198  x 129mm
extent: 512pp
isbn: 9781782690818

title: Lampie 
author: Annet Schaap
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 336pp
isbn: 9781782692621

title: When Life Gives You Mangoes 
author: Kereen Getten
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 224pp
isbn: 9781782692645

title: The Three Impossibles
author: Susie Bower
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 320pp
isbn: 9781782692928
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SALES AND DISTRIBUTION

DISTRIBUTION 
Grantham Book Services 
Trent Road, Grantham 
NG31 7XQ

UK/IRELAND 
T: +44 (0)1476 541080 
orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

EXPORT ORDERS 
T: +44 (0)1476 541082 
export@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

SALES REPRESENTATIVES

UK/Ireland 
Bounce Sales and Marketing 
320 City Road 
London 
EC1V 2NZ 
T: +44 (0) 20 7138 3650 
sales@bouncemarketing.co.uk

International Sales Director 
Mallory Ladd 
T: +44 (0) 20 7927 3870 
M: +44 (0) 7970 052290
mallory.ladd@faber.co.uk

EXPORT SALES

Faber & Faber 
Bloomsbury House 
74-77 Great Russell Street 
London WC1B 3DA 

European and Middle Eastern 
Sales

Norway, Sweden, Finland, 
Iceland, Denmark, France, 
Spain, Italy, Portugal, Greece, 
Cyprus, Malta
Amelie Burchell
T: +44 (0) 207 927 3810
M: +44 (0) 7384 525251
amelieb@faber.co.uk

Belgium, Netherlands, 
Switzerland, Luxembourg, 
Germany, Austria 
Bridget Lane 
T: +44 (0) 207 927 3872 
M: +44 (0) 7966 057076 
bridgetl@faber.co.uk 

Eastern Europe 
(including Russia and the 
Baltics) 
Cristian Juncu  
Str. Floarea-Soarelui, nr. 45 
Complex Rezindential 
Sunflower 
Vila 8, Voluntari 
Jud. Ilfov 
Romania 077190 
T: +40 (0)720 454 800 
cristian@j4.ro

Middle East (including North 
Africa, Turkey, Pakistan) 
Viki Cheung 
Faber & Faber 
T: +44 (0) 207 927 3903 
M : + 44 (0) 7876 879819 
viki.cheung@faber.co.uk

Asian Sales 
 
Japan, Korea, China, 
Taiwan, Hong Kong, 
Thailand, Cambodia, Laos, 
Vietnam, Philippines, 
Myanmar, Indonesia 
Viki Cheung 
Faber & Faber 
T: +44 (0) 207 927 3903 
M : + 44 (0) 7876 879819 
viki.cheung@faber.co.uk

Singapore and Malaysia 
Pansing Distribution Pte 
Ltd 
1 New Industrial Road  
Times Centre 
Singapore 536196 
T: +65 6319 9939 
F: +65 6459 4930 
infobooks@pansing.com

Latin American Sales

David Williams
InterMediaAmericana
PO Box 8734
London SE21 7ZF
T: +44 (0) 207 274 7113
sales@
intermediaamericana.com
 

India Subcontinent Sales  

India and Sri Lanka 
Penguin Books India 
Penguin Random House 
7th Floor, Infinity Tower C, 
DLF Cyber City, Phase – II, 
Gurgaon – 122 002 Haryana 
India 
T: +91 124 478 5600 
F: +91 124 478 5600 
customer.service@in.
penguingroup.com

Australian and New Zealand 
Sales 

Australia 
Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd 
83 Alexander Street 
Crows Nest 
NSW 2065 
Australia 
T: + 61 2 8425 0100 
info@allenandunwin.com 
www.allenandunwin.com

New Zealand 
Allen & Unwin New Zealand 
Level 2/10 College Hill 
Freemans Bay 
Auckland 1011 
New Zealand 
T: + 64 9 377 3800

 

United States 
Steerforth Press 
c/o Random House, 
Customer Service, 
400 Hahn Road, 
Westminster, MD 21157 
T: (800) 733-3000 
info@steerforth.com

Canada 
Random House of Canada Ltd 
2775 Matheson Boulevard East, 
Mississauga, Ontario 
L4W 4P7 
T: (905) 624-0672 
info@steerforth.com

 
Orders may be sent to: 
Steerforth Press 
c/o Random House 
2775 Matheson Boulevard East, 
Mississauga, Ontario 
L4W 4P7
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