THE MYSTERY OF THE
MISSING MUM

a s a rah od e d i n a book

FRANCES MOLONEY
A heartfelt, funny and unique ode to perfectly imperfect families

We’re very excited to introduce the
wonderful titles on our list for the
second half of 2022.
From a unique middle-grade debut
that’s an ode to perfectly imperfect
families (The Mystery of the Missing
Mum) to the moving second novel
from the prize-winning Kereen Getten
(If You Read This) to a gorgeous modern
classic story from Italy (Glowrushes),
there’s something here for every
young reader.
We also have stunning picturebooks,
including a fascinating depiction of the
life of the emotions (What Feelings Do
When No One’s Looking), a beautiful
multi-lingual alphabet book (A is for
Bee) and a heart-warming story about a

One day, Jake wakes up to a different
world: his mum seems to have vanished
into thin air! With his Grandma snoring in
the kitchen and older sister Rose spending
hours getting ready, Jake starts the search
for his mum by making a list of places she
might be: Tesco? The EU? Hospital? The
Bahamas?

lonely sausage dog who finds a friend
(A Pack of Your Own).
Finally, we’re thrilled to be launching
four titles from the YA fantasy
sensation Tricia Levenseller, whose
sweeping, epic novels will spellbind
readers.

Being a detective turns out to be QUITE
HARD WORK and everyone Jake turns to
for help seems FRUSTRATINGLY BUSY. Life
at home wasn’t perfect, but he can’t
understand why she would simply RUN
OFF like this. And why doesn’t everyone
else seem more concerned?
frances moloney was born and raised in
London, where she now lives having spent
brief stints in Cornwall, where she studied
English with Creative Writing at Falmouth,
and Sweden. She has worked in the world
of stories for over ten years and loves
reading, running and yoga – though not all
at the same time! The Mystery of the Missing
Mum is her first novel.

format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782693529
publication: August 2022
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dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 224pp
territory: World English
reading age: 9+ years

HOW TO BE TRUE

a s a rah o d e d ina b o o k

IF YOU READ THIS

a s a rah od e d i n a book

DAISY MAY JOHNSON

KEREEN GETTEN

The irrepressibly charming sequel to How to Be Brave

A tender, warmly moving story of grief and self-discovery

Edie was born to a family of troublemakers.
When her activist parents leave Paris to
protest around the globe, her
grandmother decides it’s time she became
a proper young lady and so sends her to
the School of the Good Sisters.

When Brie was younger, her mama used to
surprise her with treasure hunts around
their island town. After she died three
years ago, these became Brie’s most
cherished memories.
Now, on her twelfth birthday, her mama
has another surprise: a series of letters
leading Brie on one last treasure hunt.

But to Edie’s surprise, the nuns at the
school teach genuinely useful things, like
how to build a perfect library, cater for
midnight feasts and make poison darts.
When a school trip to Paris is planned, she
worries about returning to the strict order
of her grandmother’s chateau - but things
are not as she left them. Soon Edie and her
rebellious friends are caught up in a
mystery involving a precious painting,
secrets from her grandmother’s past and a
very persistent burglar...
daisy may johnson is a writer,
researcher, chartered librarian and former
A14 Writer in Residence with the University
of Cambridge. She blogs about children’s
literature at Did You Ever Stop To Think,
tweets as @chaletfan, and even sends the
occasional Tiny Letter.

Also available from Pushkin Children’s

format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782693277
publication: July 2022



The first letter guides Brie to a special
place.
The next urges her to unlock a secret.
And the last letter will change her life
forever.

Also available from Pushkin Children’s

dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 352pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex Can
reading age: 9+ years
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kereen getten grew up in Jamaica
where she would climb fruit trees in the
family garden and eat as much mango,
guinep and pear as she could without
being caught. She now lives in Birmingham
with her family and writes stories about
her childhood experiences. Her debut
novel When Life Gives You Mangoes is also
published by Pushkin Children’s.

format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782692812
publication: September 2022
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dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 256pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex Can
reading age: 9+ years

GLOWRUSHES

THE DANGEROUS LIFE OF
OPHELIA BOTTOM

ROBERTO PIUMINI

a s a rah od e d i n a book

SUSIE BOWER
A gorgeous modern classic from Italy - a stunning tale of friendship

A fast-paced mystery about the value of not fitting in

Madurer is the son of a great lord, with
untold wealth, but he is also the victim of a
mysterious disease that means he cannot
be exposed to sunlight or fresh air. He is
confined to three windowless rooms
inside a palace, but his doting father
summons a famous artist to cover the
walls of the rooms with paintings showing
the world his son cannot truly experience.

Ophelia Bottom longs for a boring life.
Instead, she’s stuck living in a rickety
converted van and managing Bottom’s
Travelling Theatre, the moveable stage
where her embarrassing actor parents put
on occasionally disastrous plays. Every
day, she wishes she lived in an ordinary
house, with parents who worked ordinary,
undramatic jobs.

As the painter works on his murals, his
relationship with the boy begins to deepen
until they forge a firm friendship. How can
he show this child the beauty of the world
with only his paintbrush to work with?
Glowrushes is a heartbreakingly beautiful
classic of Italian children’s literature,
published in English for the first time.

When the family gets stuck in the seaside
town of Stopford, Ophelia’s dream
appears to be coming true: all the
Stopford residents seem to have very
normal lives. But someone is trying to
drive the Bottoms out, Ophelia starts to
notice a sinister side to Stopford’s perfect
appearance...

roberto piumini is Italy’s foremost living
author of children’s stories. His books are
found in every Italian bookshop and school
and have been translated into many
languages across the world.

Also available from Pushkin Children’s

Translated by: Leah Janeczko

format: B-format Hardback
price: £9.99
isbn: 9781782693819
publication: December 2022



dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 128pp
territory: World English
reading age: 9+ years
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susie bower has been a teacher, a
tour-guide, a typist, a workshop facilitator,
a PA and a painter. She formerly wrote and
directed TV programmes for children at
the BBC and Channel 4, for which she won
a BAFTA Award, and she currently writes
audio scripts. School for Nobodies, The
Three Impossibles and Shoo! are also
available from Pushkin Children’s.
format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782693604
publication: August 2022
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dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 304pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex Can
reading age: 9+ years

BRAMBLE FOX

THE MYSTERY OF RASPBERRY HILL

KATHRIN TORDASI

EVA FRANTZ

A magical middle-grade adventure story set in Wales

A chilling middle-grade ghost story set in a spooky sanatorium

‘Full of charm, magic and adventure’ Damaris
liest Mini

On a summer holiday in Wales, Portia and
Ben find a mysterious door set in a bramble
hedge in the middle of a forest. It is a portal
to the Otherworld and should never be
opened, but how are they supposed to
know that? After all, the old stories about
the wonders and dangers of the
Otherworld have long been forgotten ...

The grown-ups all think she’s going to die
soon – she can see it in their eyes. Still,
when poor twelve-year-old Stina is sent
to remote Raspberry Hill Sanatorium she
can’t believe her luck. She gets to ride in a
real motor car to the hospital, which looks
like a magnificent castle hidden deep in
the forest.

For Robin Goodfellow, the man with the
fox shadow, the children are his last chance
to open the portal and finally return home.
But for everyone else, the door spells
great danger. This thrilling fantasy
adventure immerses young readers deep in
the world of British myths and legends.

But as Stina explores the long, echoey
corridors of her eerie new home, she
begins to suspect that the building is
concealing a dark secret. How did the old
East Wing burn down? Why doesn’t her
mother reply to any of her letters? And
what are the nurses all so afraid of?

kathrin tordasi was born in the south
of Germany and has been a bookworm
since she was little. She started making up
her own stories when her Dad gave her his
old typewriter. Bramble Fox was first
published in Germany in 2020, where it
won the Goldener Bücherpirat Prize 2021
and the Fürther Lupe Prize 2021.

eva frantz is a Finnish radio and TV
presenter and author. She was already an
award-winning writer of crime novels for
grown-ups when she wrote The Mystery of
Raspberry Hill, her first book for children,
which won the prestigious Runeberg
Junior Prize in Finland.

‘Holds the reader tightly in its grip till the
last pages’ Västra Nyland

Translated by: Annie Prime
Translated by: Cathrin Wirtz

format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782693451
publication: November 2022



dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 320pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex Can
reading age: 9+ years
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format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782693413
publication: October 2022
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dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 160pp
territory: World English
reading age: 9+ years

PLANETS
JOHN DEVOLLE
This book will blow your child’s mind! Big Science explained simply

Planets combines bold, colourful illustrations with jokes and incredible science facts to
take young readers on a fun-filled journey across the solar system. On the way they will
learn all about the planets, and find out the answers to such important questions as: Why
does Venus smell so bad? Why aren’t there many birthday parties on Neptune? and What
would happen if you tried to eat your dinner on Mars?
john devolle studied Fine Art at the University of Westminster and has since run an art
gallery in East London, been a graphic designer/art director, and, since 2010, worked as an
illustrator on numerous children’s books. His book Atoms is also available from Pushkin.

format: Hardback
price: £12.99
isbn: 9781782693444
publication: September 2022
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dimensions: 248 x 294mm
extent: 32pp
territory: World
reading age: 2+ years
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WHAT FEELINGS DO WHEN NO ONE’S LOOKING
WRITTEN BY TINA OZIEWICZ
ILLUSTRATED BY ALEKSANDRA ZAJAC
A funny and fascinating picturebook exploring the emotions

Curiosity climbs to the highest branch
of a tree, joy bounces on a trampoline.
Gratitude warms you like a woolly
jumper...
What Feelings Do When No One’s Looking
is a stunning, charming and brilliantly
inventive picturebook about the feelings
that live inside us, sure to provoke many
fascinating conversations with any child.
tina oziewicz is a Polish children’s
author. What Feelinsg Do When No One’s
Looking was a bestseller in Poland and is
now being translated into 12 languages
across the world. It is the first of her
books to appear in English.
aleksandra zajac is an acclaimed
Polish illustrator whose work has been
shortlisted for international awards.

format: Hardback
price: £12.99
isbn: 9781782693598
publication: October 2022
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dimensions: 200 x 250mm
extent: 72pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex Can
reading age: 5+ years
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A IS FOR BEE
ELLEN HECK
A beautifully illustrated multilingual alphabet book

What letter does the word bee start with?
If you said “B” you’re right - in English!
But in many, many languages, it actually
starts with A.
Bee is Anu in Igbo.
Arı in Turkish.
Aamoo in Ojibwe.
And Abelha in Portuguese.
Come and explore the gorgeous variations in
the ways we talk about familiar things,
unified and illuminated through Ellen Heck’s
eye-catching, graphic scratchboard details
and hidden letterforms.
ellen heck is a printmaker. For the past
decade, through several print projects, she
has explored questions about identity.
Inspired by reading Lithuanian alphabet
books to her son, A is for Bee is her debut
picturebook.

format: Hardback
price: £12.99
isbn: 9781782693628
publication: November 2022
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dimensions: 267 x 197mm
extent: 40pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex Can
reading age: 4+ years
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A PACK OF YOUR OWN
MARIA NILSSON THORE
A delightful story about a lonely sausage dog who finds a friend

A lonely dachshund dreams of having a
friend, but every time the little sausage dog
goes to the park they find it hard to fit in.
They can only watch the other dogs playing
and having fun. Until one day, a friend comes
along...
A Pack of Your Own is a warm and funny story
about friendship in a dog’s world. With
exquisitely sweet illustrations, readers are
invited to ask themselves questions about
friendship. How much should one adapt in
order to be accepted and valued by others?
Do we really need to be similar in order to be
friends? And can a dachshund and a poodle
be friends despite their differences?
maria nilsson thore is an award-winning
Swedish children’s author and illustrator
who lives in Stockholm with her dachsund
Tics. A Pack of Your Own is the first of her
books to be translated into English.

format: Hardback
price: £12.99
isbn: 9781782693581
publication: December 2022
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dimensions: 170 x 240mm
extent: 48pp
territory: World English
reading age: 5+ years
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BLADE OF SECRETS

a s a rah o d e d i na b o o k

MASTER OF IRON

a s a rah od e d i n a book

TRICIA LEVENSELLER

TRICIA LEVENSELLER

The lush, magical first volume in the epic Bladesmith duology

The heart-stopping, epic sequel to Blade of Secrets
Eighteen-year-old Ziva may have defeated a
deadly warlord, but the price was almost too
much. Forced into a breakneck race to a
nearby city with the handsome mercenary,
Kellyn, and the young scholar, Petrik, Ziva
must find a magical healer who can save her
sister’s life.

Eighteen-year-old Ziva prefers metal to
people. She spends her days tucked away
in the forge, safe from society and the
anxiety it causes her, using her gift to craft
unique weapons imbued with magical
power.
When Ziva takes a job from a powerful
warlord, the result is a sword capable of
stealing its victims’ secrets. A sword with
the strength to topple kingdoms. The
warlord’s sinister plans for the weapon
soon become clear, and Ziva has no choice
but to take her sister and flee.

But the plan goes awry and Ziva and Kellyn
are captured by an ambitious prince. Once
again, Ziva is forced to use her powers for
sinister purposes, magicking dangerous
weapons meant for world domination.
The forge, once her safe space from anxiety,
is now Ziva’s prison - and she’s not sure how
much she’ll need to sacrifice to keep herself
and Kellyn alive.

So begins an epic quest to keep the sword
safe until they can find someone worthy of
wielding it – or a way to destroy it entirely.

‘An addictive page-turner... Be prepared
to laugh, cry, and gasp’ Mary E. Pearson,
author of The Remnant Chronicles

tricia levenseller is from a small town
in Oregon and now lives next to the Rocky
Mountains in Utah with her bossy dog,
Rosy. When she’s not writing or reading,
Tricia enjoys putting together jigsaw
puzzles, playing Overwatch, and watching
her favorite TV shows while eating extrabuttered popcorn.
format: B-format Paperback
price: £8.99
isbn: 9781782693642
publication: April 2022

format: B-format Paperback
price: £8.99
isbn: 9781782693666
publication: July 2022

dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 336pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex Can
reading age: 12+ years
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dimensions: 198 x 129mm
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DAUGHTER OF THE
PIRATE KING

a s a rah o d e d i na b o o k

TRICIA LEVENSELLER

DAUGHTER OF THE
SIREN QUEEN

a s a rah od e d i n a book

TRICIA LEVENSELLER

Alosa’s mission is finally complete. Not only
has she recovered all three pieces of the
map to a legendary hidden treasure, but the
pirates who originally took her captive are
now prisoners on her ship. First mate Riden,
still unfairly attractive and unexpectedly
loyal, is a constant distraction, but now he’s
under her orders. And she takes great
comfort in knowing that the villainous
Vordan will soon be facing her father’s
justice.

Sent on a mission to retrieve an ancient
hidden map – the key to a legendary
treasure trove – seventeen-year-old pirate
captain Alosa deliberately allows herself
to be captured by her enemies, giving her
the perfect opportunity to search their
ship.
More than a match for the ruthless pirate
crew, Alosa has only one thing standing
between her and the map: her captor, the
unexpectedly clever and unfairly attractive
first mate, Riden.

When Vordan exposes a secret her father
has kept for years, Alosa and her crew find
themselves in a deadly race with the feared
Pirate King. Despite the danger, Alosa knows
they will recover the treasure first...

But luckily, Alosa has a few tricks up her
sleeve - and no lone pirate can stop the
Daughter of the Pirate King.

After all, she is the daughter of the Siren
Queen.
‘A formidable female character... [a] true
adventure with swashbuckling, sword
fighting, and a great problem-solving
heroine’ School Library Journal

‘This lady Jack Sparrow is back, and she’s
fiercer and wittier than ever!’ Elly Blake,
author of Frostblood

format: B-format Paperback
price: £8.99
isbn: 9781782693680
publication: September 2022

dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 320pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex Can
reading age: 12+ years
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format: B-format Paperback
price: £8.99
isbn: 9781782693703
publication: November 2022
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dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 352pp
territory: UK & Comm. ex Can
reading age: 12+ years

THE GARDENS OF DORR

SALLY JONES AND THE
FALSE ROSE

PAUL BIEGEL

n ew i n pa pe rba ck

JAKOB WEGELIUS
A classic masterpiece of middle-grade fantasy

Sally Jones returns in the thrilling sequel to The Murderer’s Ape

Dorr was once a city of merriment, music
and dancing. Now it lies grey and silent
under the spell of the witch Sirdis. When a
young princess arrives in Dorr on a secret
quest, she finds a town full of mystery,
magic and danger. As she meets with a
succession of strange, funny and
frightening characters, Dorr’s true history,
and the true nature of her quest, become
clear through the stories they tell each
other.

When Sally Jones and The Chief discover a
curious rose-shaped necklace hidden
onboard their beloved Hudson Queen, it’s
the start of another perilous adventure for
the seafaring gorilla and her faithful friend.
Determined to get to the bottom of the
mystery, they set sail for Glasgow, but there
fall into the clutches of one of the city’s
most ruthless gangs, commanded by a
fearsome smuggler queen who will stop at
nothing to snatch the necklace for herself.

Can the princess find the gardens of Dorr
and free the city from its evil
enchantment?

Held prisoner hundreds of miles from
friendship and safety, Sally Jones must use
all her strength, determination and
compassion to escape and unravel the
mysterious story of the False Rose - a
twisting tale leading all the way from Lisbon
to Shetland and the South Seas.

Translated by: Paul Biegel and Gillian
Hume

Also available from Pushkin Children’s

paul biegel was one of Europe’s most
acclaimed and best-loved storytellers, and
the author of more than fifty books for
children. The Gardens of Dorr was first
published in 1969 and is considered by
many to be Biegel’s greatest achievement.

format: B-format Paperback
price: £7.99
isbn: 9781782693352
publication: October 2022

Translated by: Peter Graves
Also available from Pushkin Children’s
jakob wegelius is a Swedish writer and
illustrator who lives and works in the small
village of Mörtfors. The Murderer’s Ape won
the August Prize for Best Children’s Book.

format: B-format Paperback
price: £8.99
isbn: 9781782693239
publication: September 2022

dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 256pp
territory: World English
reading age: 7+ years
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extent: 528pp
territory: World English
reading age: 9+ years

RECKLESS IV:
THE SILVER TRACKS

new in pa pe rb a ck

PUSHKIN CHILDREN’S HIGHLIGHTS

CORNELIA FUNKE
A spellbinding, romantic YA fairytale adventure
Jacob and Fox may not have found Jacob’s
brother Will, but they have found
something even more unexpected in the
Mirrorworld: happiness. Just as they give
up the search to enjoy their new life
together, Will appears.
But now Jacob isn’t sure he can trust his
own brother. Travelling with Jacob and
Fox’s deadly enemies, Will is on his way to
Nihon, beautiful land of sea serpents and
samurai, talking forests and magnificent
foxes, in pursuit of another magical Mirror.
The pair can only follow.

title: When Life Gives You Mangoes
author: Kereen Getten
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 138mm
extent: 224pp
isbn: 9781782692645

title: The Murderer’s Ape
author: Jakob Wegelius
price: £8.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 640pp
isbn: 9781782691754

title: Hotel Magnifique
author: Emily J. Taylor
price: £12.99
format: Hardback
dimensions: 216 x 135mm
extent: 400pp
isbn: 9781782693475

title: The Wanderer
author: Peter Van den Ende
price: £16.99
format: Hardback
dimensions: 305 x 230mm
extent: 96pp
isbn: 9781782692867

If they are fortunate, what they find could
save them. If they are not, they will find
painful truths, terrible risks and a greater
danger than they could ever have
imagined.
‘A born storyteller’ Guardian

Translated by: Oliver Latsch
cornelia funke is the highly acclaimed,
award-winning and bestselling author of
the Inkheart trilogy, Dragon Rider and The
Thief Lord.

format: B-format Paperback
price: £8.99
isbn: 9781782693314
publication: October 2022

dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 368pp
territory: World English
reading age: 12+ years
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title: A Perfect Spot
author: Isabelle Simler
price: £12.99
format: Hardback
dimensions: 325 x 230mm
extent: 56pp
isbn: 9781782693574

title: Bearmouth
author: Liz Hyder
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 320pp
isbn: 9781782692430

title: The Edelweiss Pirates
author: Dirk Reinhardt
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 288pp
isbn: 9781782693093

title: Dragon Skin
author: Karen Foxlee
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 336pp
isbn: 9781782692997

title: Fake
author: Ele Fountain
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 256pp
isbn: 9781782692904

title: Boy 87
author: Ele Fountain
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 224pp
isbn: 9781782691976

title: Lampie
author: Annet Schaap
price: £7.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 336pp
isbn: 9781782692621

title: The Letter for the King
author: Tonke Dragt
price: £9.99
format: Paperback
dimensions: 198 x 129mm
extent: 512pp
isbn: 9781782690818
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