SETTING

FRIENDSHIP

Kereen Getten lives in Birmingham and was
brought up in Jamaica, which is the setting for this
book. She describes the sights and sounds, the
food and environment of Jamaica with such care
and tenderness.

The theme of friendship is very important in this
novel.

Can you think of 5 things in the book that Kereen
Getten mentions that give you an idea of what
it would be like to be on the island? Read pages
69 and 70, 90 and 91 for a few ideas. Now write
a description of a place you really love. Only use
descriptive words. Allow the reader to get a feel
for the place without telling them that you like it
or that it is special to you.

ADVENTURE
On Brie’s 12th birthday she gets an unexpected
present - a letter from her mother who died
three years earlier. The letter is the ﬁrst of four
and each one will lead Brie on a journey of
reconciliation, understanding, forgiveness and
acceptance.
If You Read This is a mystery novel, in which Brie
is given a new clue in each letter that leads her
on a journey from her home to her grandfather’s
house, and eventually to uncovering a wonderful
and surprising secret place. As Brie undertakes her
journey she is joined by her grandmother, auntie,
uncle, grand-father and two best friends. Brie
could have made the journey and uncovered the
mystery on her own, but the author is showing
us that some things are better done with other
people, who can share their love and support.

Write a character sketch for Brie, Smiley and
Femi using words from the following list that you
think describe the girls: Impetuous, kind, patient,
funny, cheeky, wilful, supportive, sassy, shy, stubborn,
determined, brave, supportive, generous, timid,
nervous, creative.

Can you see similarities and differences between
them? Can you think of examples in the book
where Smiley and Femi offer Brie advice which
is important to her and help her make the right
choice about what she should do? Can you think
of times in the book when Brie offers them
support and advice which encourages them to do
some things that they might otherwise be too shy
or nervous to do? What do you think Brie learns
from her friendship with Femi and Smiley?

FAMILY
Family plays a very signiﬁcant role in If You Read
This. It is a loving and supportive group of people
who take care of each other, make jokes, have fun
and sometimes get angry with each other. Even
though Smiley and Femi are not Brie’s relations,
they are very important to her. Do you think
families can be chosen as well as something
we are born into? Think about your family and
your family of friends. Write about the ways that
you help each other and ways that sometimes
you might be impatient with one another or
misunderstand each other.
What do you think Brie’s mother was like? Can
you ﬁnd passages in the book where the author
describes how she looks, what kinds of clothes
she wears and the ways she talks and laughs?

Write a description of Brie’s mother based what
you have read in the book. Why do you think
everyone wears some of her clothes at the end
of the book?
At the start of the book, Brie remembers her
mother with a lot of love and misses her very
much. By the end of the book, Brie still remembers
her mother with a lot of love and misses her, but
now she is able to see some of the things her
mother used to do in a more realistic light. Read
pages 24 and 25 and then read pages 179 and
180 and look at the way that Brie talks about her
mother. What do you think has changed and why?

OLD AGE
Brim is a wonderful character who has spent his
life being creative and inventive. When we meet
him in the book, he is in an old people’s care home
as everyone believes that he cannot stay in his
house on his own. Why do you think Brie sneaks
him out of the care home and takes him back to
his house? Why is Brie’s father so angry when he
ﬁnds out what she has done? Read chapter 13.
Why does Brim muddle up Brie with her mother
and call her Dee? Why are the family worried
about Brim? Read page 93. Do you think that
the decision that the family made was the best
decision? At the end of the book there is a new
plan in place to look after Brim. What do you think
happened to make people change their minds?

GRIEF
One of the important themes of the book is
grief and the way in which all the characters deal
with their sadness about Brie’s mother dying. Do
you think Brie’s ability to reﬂect on her mother
in a different way at the end of the book says
anything about the way she is dealing with the
death of her mother?
Brie’s father is shown through most of the book
as being busy with work and absent from the
things that Brie cares about, and then at the end
we ﬁnd out a very important thing about him.
Why do you think he spent so much time at work
and away from the family? Do you think perhaps
in his sadness he found it easier to work and not
get involved in the day to day life of the family?
Think about the way in which Brie ﬁnds out how
he helped her mother. Do you think this will
change the way they are together? Why?

